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II1.— Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


Tue Chdruvdrtd, of the 26th December, is glad that Government 

: made excellent police and sanitary arrangements for 

The police at the Karatoya fair. 4h, eonvenience of the pilgrims who came to bathe 

in the Karatoya river, in the Bogra district, on the 19th December last. Indeed, 

the police arrangement was so good, and the policemen were so civil, that not 

the slightest inconvenience or discomfort was felt by a single pilgrim. — And 

there can be no doubt that every one who came to the Karatoya will be 

exceedingly glad if Government rewards the police which had charge of the 
Karatoya fair. : we 

The writer is, however, sorry to say that the order issued by the authorities 
requiring the pilgrims to leave the place within three hours on the morning of the 
19th December, and the burning of the pilgrims’ sheds immediately after the 
prescribed time, caused some inconvenience to the pilgrims. ‘The ferry arrange- 
ments at Kunai and Gajaria were, also, very unsatisfactory, the ferrymen exacting 
large fees from the pilgrims. The sinking of some ferry-boats caused much 
suffering to some pilgrims. ; oe 

Jurisdiction of a police outpost 2. The Kasipur Nivdsi, of the 29th December, 
in the district of Barisal. has the following — 

The villages Rahamatpur and Dehergati are both within the jurisdiction of 
the sadar thana of Barisal, but as regards police matters, the former is under the 
khas kotwali, and the latter under the distant police outpost at Agarpur. This 
arrangement causes great inconvenience to the people of the latter village, who 
have to cross two rivers inorder to come to their outpost. There are good roads 
between Barisal and Rahamatpur, and between Rahamatpur and Dehergati. It 
is, therefore, prayed that Dehergati be also placed under the khas kotwali of 
Barisal. Mr. Savage, Magistrate, is asked to get all necessary information on 
the subject from the District Superintendent of Police, and to take the necessary 
steps. 

/ , ci i 3. The Samay, of the 30th December, has the 
Mi 3 — een Re- following on the Government Resolution on the 
: Police Administration Report for 1891:— 

The Lieutenant-Governor has expressed satisfaction at the large decrease 
in the number of cases investigated by the police. This result was due to His 
Honour’s order, prohibiting the police from investigating cases of house-breaking 
for the purpose of theft, in which either nothing is stolen, or the value of 
the things stolen is less than Rs. 5, or in which the owner of the house 
furnishes no information regarding the thieves. ‘This order of the Lieutenant- 
Governor will no doubt save police officers much of their time, but it will do 
considerable harm to the public. It 1s very improper to tell the police not to 
investigate cases of theft in which the value of the things stolen is lessthan 
Rs. 5, for to a poor man, with a monthly income of Rs, 4, theft of Rs. 3 
is of more consequence than the theft of Rs. 2,000 to a man whose monthly 
income amounts to Rs 4,000. Moreover, it 1s the poor who require the special 
protection of the police, for it is they who pay the greater part of the police 
tax. A Magistrate, who failed to understand the meaning of this order of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, actually instructed the police not to investigate cases of 
theft in which the value of the things stolen was less than Rs. 5. The 
Lieutenant-Governor has expressed his surprise at this, and explained his 
meaning by saying that he simply wanted the police not to investigate such 
cases of their own motion. But as regards this explanation itself, it is clear 
that it is not right to tell the police not to investigate cases which will not be 
brought to its notice by the people themselves, for the timid and ignorant 
people of the mufassal seldom dare to move the police themselves. 

4, The Prakriti, of the 3lst December, refers to the case reported in the 
Bihar Herald newspaper, in which some school-boys 
at Bankipore, who were engaged in playing at cricket 
in a field, were assaulted by a number of constables 
of the local thana, and hopes that the authorities will enquire into ‘the matter. 
The constables were in plain clothes, and the boys simply asked them to avoid 
the cricket grounds in order that they might not be hurt by the balls. This 
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remonstrance made the constables insolent, and they set upon the boys. The 
Lieutenant-Governor is anxious to promote physical education among boys, but 
if the police treat them in this way, their guardians will hesitate to allow them 


to engage in manly games. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


5. The Sahachar, of the 28th December, has 
the following on the recent Town Hall meeting :—~ 

The Englishman newspaper does not admit the representative character of 
the Town Hall meeting, for such an admission would injure its reputation as 
the mouthpiece of Government, and make it guilty of breaking faith with it. 
It has characterized the meeting as an empty bubble. England is governed by 
parties, and one party there often stigmatizes the utterances of the other as the 
ravings of disease. But not even in England are facts so much misrepresented 
as they are in this country. Is it not true that the meeting at the Town Hall 
was attended by 5,900 people, that many could not get even standing ground, 
and that nearly 70 European gentlemen were obliged to go away for want of 
accommodation? The number of respectable Europeans at the meeting would 
have been larger if many of the seats had not been occupied by school-boys 
two hours before the meeting commenced. It was once proposed to keep 
separate seats for Europeans, and it was not proper to alter the arrangement, 
for it has given rise to comment. Be that as it may, all people capable of 
deliberating on the jury question were certainly present at the meeting. In 
opening the meeting the Sheriff could not content himself with saying the 
formal and customary words with which such meetings are opened, but went out 
of his way to speak of the jury notification. Maharaja Jotendra Mohun. 
had made up his mind not to speak, but the place, the circumstances, and a 
regard for the good of the fatherland made him forego his resolut on 
No exception could be taken to even a single letter in the speeches of Maharaja 
Durga Charan Law and Maharaja Jotendra Mohun. Those who addressed 
the meeting were not hot-headed youngsters, but men of years and experience; 
who uttered every word with a due sense of the responsibility they were 
incurring by so doing. And not one of those whom the éng/sshman 
and others would call professional agitators opened his lips. The speakers 
indulged in no personalities, and it was with a heavy heart that they 
found themselves compelled to condemn the action of the Lieutenant-Governor. 
‘The hope was also expressed that, in consideration of the deep sorrow which 
had been caused to the people by the jury notification, Sir Charles Elliott and 
Lord Lansdowne would withdraw it. Mr. Pugh is not a boy—he passed his 
fiftieth year long ago. He was a member of Parliament, and is well conversant 
with the condition of this country. He said that he did not come to the 
meeting actuated by a spirit of hostility to the Government, and that he was 
there simply because he believed in the unjust character of the jury notifica- 
tion. Mr. Turner also spoke to the same effect, Even the most captious critics 
will be unable to find fault with the language or with the arguments of 
these speakers. Mr. Pugh had seen many meetings, and had to deliver man 
speeches before entering Parliament, but he confessed that he had never 
uddressed a mecting so large as that. And if this meeting could not be called 
representative, the writer would be much obliged to the Englishman newspaper 
if it would kindly tell him where, or in what part of the world, a representative 
meeting could be found. If those who addressed the meeting had no right to 
speak on behalf of the public, then the word representation has no meaning. 

Some say that Mr. Jackson went too far. But the Englishman newspaper 
which has brought the charge, itself proposed during the Ilbert Bill controversy 
to depose the Queen-Impress and the Governor-General, to enslave the people 
of India, and to establish a republic in this country with the help of je 
Indian and Australian soldiers. And not only this, but this army of Anglo- 
Indian and Australian soldiers was ready to go to England after conquering 
India, in order to defeat the English army and to establish a Government 
there after their own heart! ! The fact is, it is impossible for people to weigh 
every word before uttering it in times of excitement. It would have been 
well if Mr. Jackson had said nothing about Sir Phillip Hutchins, or about the 
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at Babudom, and such-like things. But has the Government become so 
ak hat, in shaping its course, it must take account of words spoken under 
exceptional excitement? A knife has been plunged into a man’s heart—and 
Wood is flowing from the wound—and if the wounded man, instead of respect- 
fully asking his tormentor to take out the knife, cries—‘ Fellow, you have 
killed me,’ should his words justify his tormentor in driving the knife deeper ? 
Ought those rulers who are so fond of their power and prestige, and who are 
constantly telling Russia—‘ Look you, all India is at our back, and you will see 
on the bank of the Indus lakhs of Indians, born soldiers, and deeply attached to 
the Maharani, ready to receive you with open swords,’ ought such rulers, 
after having committed a blunder, to tell the people, a few among whom may 
have uttered a few incautious words, ‘‘ But for these hard words of yours we 
would have rectified our mistake and withdrawn the notification”? A weak 
ruler alone can behave in such a way. The Amir Abdur Rahman might one 
day be expected to make such a declaration to his people. English rule is 
firmly established in the country; the people are proud to call themselves 
English citizens; the country is in the enjoyment of profound peace; the loyalty 
of the people (Bengalis) is as unquestionable as that of the people of Scotland ; 
and the country is being ruled not by soldiers, but by laws and courts of justice. 
It will certainly be very improver to urge in such a country, and at such 
a time, the plea that So and So ~~ :+ made use of hard words, and Government 
will lose its prestige if it lendsits = »the — prayer—a plea, which, by the 
way, ought to be never brought vard and for no reason whatever. It is 
hoped that Lord Lansdowne and . Charles Elliott will not be moved by con- 
siderations like the above. A mistake has been committed, and its rectification 
will cover with glory those that have made it. 

6. The Samay, of the 30th December, thus speaks of Mr. Jackson’s 
speech at the Town Hall meeting— 

Mr. Jackson is a free-born Englishman, and as 
such is conscious of his own powers. It is owing to this that he has fearlessly 
and sharply criticized the civilians asa class, the Judges of the High Court 
and Mr. Justice Amir Ali in particular, Sir Phillip Hutchins and Sir Charles 
Elliott. There is truth in every word of what he has said. 

7. The Sudhdkar, of the 30th December, notices with regret that, with 

the exception of Maulvi Seraj-ul-Islam and Mr. 

— in the 'Y Abu Reza, a Barrister of the High Court, no con- 

spicuous member of the Muhammadan community 

joined the jury meeting held at the Town Hall, and attributes the absence of 

Muhammadans from the meeting to their habitual apathy and indifference in 
public questions. 


Mr. Jackson’s specch. 


8. The Bangavési, of the 31st December, writes 
as follows :— 


The Lieutenant-Governor will not be able to maintain his determination in 
regard to the jury notification, and it is certain that the fate of that notification 
is sealed. A fresh notification will have to be issued in a few days, either with- 
drawing the original notification, or substantially modifying it. he determina- 
tion come to by the Viceroy and the Lieutenant-Governor in concert with each 
other will have to be given up. The power of the Sovereign will have to 
yield, in this instance, to the power of the Subject. 

The writer gives expression to no dream or imagination of his own when 
he says that the jury order will have to be modified. For it is clear from the 
present attitude of the Pioneer and the Englishman, the right hand and the left 
hand, respectively, of the Government in this jury controversy, that the Vicero 
the Lieutenant-Governor, and all their Councillors will not be able to maintain 
their determination, conceived, as it was, in an evil moment. 

It seems that Government could have avoided all this disgrace if it had 
used one very simple artifice. Its only objection to the jury system was 
that under that system large numbers of criminals sent up by the police for trial 
escaped punishment. Well, the jury system could - have been retained, and the 
punishment of every man sent up by the police for trial could have been at the 
same ensured, if Government had arranged for the payment of some pecuniary 
allowance to jurors as remuneration for their labours. If this had been done 
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withdrawing it again, as it must now be. If a system of payment to jurors 
had been introduced, and jurors had been then warned that their services would 
be dispensed with if any man sent up for trial was declared by them not guilty, 
the punishment of every man accused of a criminal offence would have been 
most satisfactorily guaranteed. ' 

Many of the writer’s countrymen will probably be angry with him for 
taking such a low view of the native character as is implied in this suggestion. 
But there is no denying that the writer’s countrymen can really stoop so low. 
If proof were needed, he would point to the Deputy Magistrates, and ask 
whether these officers ever act with the independence which is required of a 
judge? The punishments inflicted by the Deputy Magistrates are sometimes so 
disproportionate to the offences which they are meant to meet, that they would 
be considered by an English judge much too startling for their cruelty. And the 
reason why Deputy Magistrates inflict such punishments is that they fear that, if 
they did not do so, they would either lose their appointments, or obtain no promo- 
tion. Now, the country, whose educated classes can supply such Deputy Magis- 
trates by the hundred, might surely supply jurors who could sacrifice their 
conscience for the sake of money. 

9, The Séraswat Patra, of the 31st December, admits that Hindus dislike 
capital punishment, and are horrified at the idea of 
killing a Brahman. But there is another trait in 
the Hindu character which Government ought to note, and that is that an 
orthodox Hindu will never act against his conscience. 

10. The Dasnik-o-Samdéchdr Chandrikd, of the 1st January, says that there 

is not in the jury despatch a slnale argument which 
has not been refuted in this paper, and not a single 
firured statement which has not been proved fallacious in some paper or 
other. 

The despatch has been sent with undue haste. Ordinarily, adespatch is not 
sent Home until, in consequence of agitation in England, the Secretary of State 
calls for it. That the custom has been departed from in the present instance, means 
that the Viceroy is determined to uphold the action of the Lieutenant- 
Governor. 

ll. The Sulabh Dainik, of the 2nd January, says that in his jury despatch 
the Viceroy has defended the action of the Bengal 
Government on the following grounds :— 


(1) The jury in this country fail to do justice in murder cases, and in 
10 per cent. of such cases there is an absolute failure of 
justice. 

(2) Bengali jurors show a reluctance to convict accused persons of high 
caste or rank. 

(3) The jury generally do not convict in cases of riot, &c. 

(4) ‘The jury do not like capital punishment. 


Hindu jurors, 


The jury despatch. 


The jury despatch. 


The writer answers as follows:— 


(1) ‘The jury may fail to do justice in 19 per cent. of the murder cases 
but the statistics brought forward show that Sessions Judges fail to do justice in 
66 per cent. of such cases. Before abolishing jury trial Government should 
therefore, abolish the office of Sessions Judge. 

(2) No evidence has been adduced in support of the second allegation. 
But there is evidence that native jurors on several occasions give adverse 
verdicts against men of high caste and rank in cases of murder. Take. for 
instance, the case of Kedarnath Chatterji, of Nadia, of Subadar Mukundanath 
Bhattacharji, and of Ramchandra Mukharji, of Howrah. All these men were 
found guilty by Ilindu jurors, and acquitted by the High Court. 

(3) Nor is there any clear evidence in support of Government’s third 
allegation. I'he reason why men sent up on charges of rioting, &c., generally 
get acquitted is that the police, in its inability to trace tho real culprits, send 
up innocent persons in almost every such case. And this the Government itself 
will not find it easy to gainsay. 

(4) Native jurors cannot be blamed for preferring transportation for 


_ to hanging, for the preference only means a feeling heart, which is a good 
lng. 
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12. The Dacca Gazette, of the 2nd January, says that the transfer of 
ia Chast einen Gen, to Babu Chandi Charan Sen, Ist Munsif of Munshi- 
Munsif of Munshiganj, in the ganj, has given satisfaction to all. Babu Chandi 
Dacca district. Charan’s ways made him very unpopular both with 
the parties to suits, and with the pleaders, and even with ls own amla. 


13. The Dainik-o-Sumdchér Chandrikd, of the 2nd January, says that 
the publication of Mr. Cotton’s letter, asking the 
Government of India to take action in regard to 
jury trial, on the basis of the Shambazar riot case, has in no way improved the 
case for the Government. The Judge in that case could have made a reference 
to the High Court, and the reason assigned by him for not making a reference 
is not at all satisfactory. It is clear, therefore, that the party really to blame in 
that case was not the jury, but the Judge. And Mr, Cotton is not, therefore, 
at all justified in laying the blame on the jury, and in assuming, like the 
police, that all the accused in that case were guilty. That the jury acquitted the 
accused is because the evidence adduced against them was defective. In 
England, too, many accused people escape on account of insufficient evidence. 
And can it be said that, in India, jurors do not let off European offenders with- 
out having the Judges on their side? And does not the same thing sometimes 
happen in the Calcutta High Court itself? Therefore, let jury trial be first 
abolished in England and in Calcutta, and then in the mufassal. The writer 
knows that the police and some Magistrates, too, do not like to see any accused 
person acquitted. And there is nothing very wonderful in that. But for the 
Sovereign of a whole province to{feel mental pain at the acquittal of a prisoner 
is certainly something very unchristian and unnatural. 


(d) —Education. 


14. The Sadar-o-Mufassal, of the 29th December, agrees with the Dacca 
Prakdésh in thinking that the employment of Sub- 
Inspectors of Schools also as Pound-Inspectors is 
calculated to lead to improvement in the working of 
pounds. ‘Those Calcutta papers which are condemning the Government for 
putting Sub Inspectors of Schools upon pound-inspection are betraying a cross 


ignorance of the mufassal. 
15. A correspondent of the Mitavddi, of the 29th December, says that the 


The Ghatal Musicipel School. andi of the Ghatal Municipal School in the 
idnapore district have stopped the practice of 
allowing boys leave for tiffin. Little boys enjoy themselves alittle during the 


tiffin hour in the way of running and jumping, and the practice should not have 
been discontinued, | 


16, The Pratikdr, of the 30th December, says that, as Sir Romesh Chunder 
She Wes Chenedienhie. Mitter filled many responsible offices with credit, 


The jury question. 


Sub-Inspectors of Schools as 
Pound-Inspectors. 


Vice-Chancellor. 


The selection and appointment of the Vice-Chancellor now rests entirely 
with the Governor-General, but the writer thinks that the day is not distant 
when the Vice-Chancellor, like the elected Fellows, will be elected by the 
graduates themselves. It is somewhat strange that not even the Fellows of the 
University have any hand in the selection of their Vice-Chancellor. 


17. The Prakriti, of the 31st December, is glad that the majority of the 
members of the Syndicate of the Calcutta Uni- 
versity are still unwilling to give up their champ- 


: ionship of truth and justice. Pandit Satyavrata 
Samasrami’s attempt to make the Sanskrit College stand first at the M.A. Ex- 


amination in Sanskrit has accordingly failed, and the first place has been 
accorded to the candidate from the Hislop College. The question now is, why 
has the Vice-Chancellor permitted any remuneration to be paid to a pandit who 
has so signally failed to do his duty as an examiner? Considering the nature of 
the fault of which the pandit has been guilty, not only no remuneration should 
have been granted him, but he should also be prevented from becoming an 


examiner in future. The action of the Vice-Chancellor in this matter has 
deeply pained the writer. 


The last M.A. Examination in 
Sanskrit. 


everybody will be glad to see him in the office of . 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
Jan, 2nd, 1893. 
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(e)—Local Self.Government and Municipal Administration. 


eae 18. The Sansodhini, of the 2nd and 9th Decem- 
om Ces Hence: ber, publishes the following :— 


«“ (COMMUNICATED) 


‘We are taken by surprise to learn that our municipality is going to con- 
tract a debt of about Rs. 60,000 to open a new market, to be known as “ Muni- 


cipal Market.” We are quite at a loss to make out why the municipality has 
co a fancy at making a market. Does it want a market as of necessity or 


of luxury? If of necessity, we say there is not the least necessity for having 


a market at the cost of such an amount, and that, too, by borrowing, as the 
markets already existing are quite sufficient to mect the wants and. suit the 
convenience of people of the town. If name and luxury be the sole objects of 
such an undertaking, surely we can hardly allow our municipality to indulge 
in all such vagarics, by contracting such a heavy debt at a time when it kas 
many more important business to mind and crying wants to remove. It would 
do better by improving the condition of the old markets than running into debt 
for making new ones. 

We often complained of the bad state of our roads, streets, tanks, ‘springs, 
and drainages, but unfortunately the municipality has always been evincing a 
cool indifference to our cries, and pleading want of fund. With the exception 
of the selected few roads and drainages, other roads and streets, etc., in the town 
are not properly taken care of. Any gentleman making enquiries in Pathar- 
chata, Katagunge, and Boxis Hat quarter of the town will not fail to see that 
these statements made here are true to a word. Municipality has no fund to 
excavate the old, silted-up, rotten tank of Dewan-Bazar, which has become a 
great nuisance to the people in the neighbourhood and where a good, drinking- 
water tank is greatly wanted; to excavate the Chaktai Nala, which is very much 
needed far the sanitary improvement of the town; to have suitable places for 
burial and cremation purposes, but it must have sufficient funds to meet the 
expense of a new market which is not in the least required in the interest of the 
public. ‘This proposal, if carried into effect, will not only mvolve the munici- 
pality into a sta debt, but also will put many innocent shop-keepers and 
lodgers to unnecessary troubles, miseries, and expense, as it will necessitate their 
removal to make room for the market. 

The next thing, we are thunder-struck to learn, is the proposal for the 
removal of our dispensary to the Rung mahal hill building. Really, we do not 
understand why such movement is set on foot. It has long been in existence in 
the present site without any complaints whatever. Medical opinion has never 
been against it; nor is it declared unfit, we believe, at present. ‘The present 
building is a beautiful, grand-looking, free-ventilating, and accommodating one. 
This is the only building of its kind in the town. 

The regular expense of the dispensary if removed to the Rungmah .* hill, 
will be greatly increased, as it will have to entertain double establishmen‘ for 
all necessary works. The patients will suffer a great inconvenience in attend- 
ing the hospital up the hill, and the germs of cholera and other contagious 
disease will easily spread over the town, specially the places adjacent to it. 

So, on all hands, we strongly protest against all this proposal. Why the 
dispensary isat all to be removed? What will be the cost of such removal, who 
will bear it, and why the present building is required to be vacated, are the 
questions of vital importance with which everybody ought to feel concerned. 
We entirely leave the solution of all these questions to the hand of the local 
authorities. 

Une thing more and we have done, that is the proposal for making a grant 
of Rs. 20,000 from the District Board fund for the dispensary expenses, We 
seriously question the right of the Board to make any such grant. The cess-. 
fund should solely be devoted to the cause of education, and the repairing of 
village roads, and like other acts relating to improvements in the interior of the 
district. | 

We expect. the members of our municipality and the Local Board to do 
their duties. Simply attending the meeting for attendance’s sake, and dittoing 
the opinion of the presiding oflicer is not what is wanted of them. Such bodies 


aie 


are surely not the object of the system of Self-Government—the greatest 
blessing to the country, granted by our that God-sent ruler, Lord Ripon. We 
appeal to the local authorities to take notice of the doings of these bodies, and to 
sce that the powers invested in them may not be abused.” 

19. The Chdruvdértd, of the 26th December, in reviewing the Resolution 
on the last Administration Keports of the District 
Boards says, that the District Boards are already 
spending large sums of money on sanitary improvement, and have been asked 
by Government to devote still larger sums to the same purpose. But :f the 
District Boards exert themselves in re-excavating and cleansing old ta1.):3 and 
other reservoirs of water in the country, and prevent the indiscriminate use of 
such tanks and reservoirs for steeping jute, the health of the country will 
considerably improve, and the necessity for spending large sums of money from 
the district funds on sanitation will be obviated. 

It is true the District Boards are devoting much of their money to primary 
education, but the character of that education is far from satisfactory. There 
is a growing taste for service among all who reccive that education. And that 
is the reason why those who receive it have up to this time failed to become 
good men of business. The District Boards should therefore change the 
character of the primary education they impart, so as to make its recipients 
really useful and honest members of the classes and communities to which they 
belong. 

x for paying travelling allowances to the members of the District and 
Local Boards, the writer must say that the cost of travelling is certainly one of 
the reasons why many members do not regularly attend the meetings. Consider- 
ing that the pecuniary condition of middle class gentlemen is nowadays far 
from satisfactory, it would be well if the District and Local Boards could see 
their way to paying travelling allowances to their members. Full and 
unhampered local self-government is certainly a boon for a subject country, 
but, in the present state of Indian society, official Chairmen ought to give 
place to non-official Chairmen in most District Boards for some time to 
come. 

20. The WZitavddi, of the 29th December, in reviewing the Government 
Resolution on the working of the Bengal Munici- 
palities in the year 1891-92, observes as follows :—- 

1. Notwithstanding the sweet and soothing 
expressions used in the concluding part of this Resolution, the Lieutenant- 
Governor's real feeling on the subject of Local Se'f-Government has got itself 
vented in different parts of that document. There are many passages in which 
His Honour’s words betray Government’s desire to take all administrative 
power into its own hands, 

. is. very curious that His Honour proposes, on the one hand, to 
empower municipalities to compel rate-payers to take sanitary measures, and, 
on the other, to empower Government to suspend or abolish the municipalities 
which will neglect their duties. And a Bill to this effect is now under the 
consideration of the Government of India. It is, therefore, clear that the 
Lieutenant-Governur wants to restrict Local Self-Government. 

a Government wants to appoint paid assessors in the municipalities, and 
this is another means by which Local Self-Government is sought to be restricted. 
Government never lacks evidence justifying its action in any matter, and it is 
therefore stated in the Resolution that, by better assessment, the leiden of most 
municipalities has increased ; and, according to the Commissioner of -Patna, it has 
become necessary to improve the methods of assessment, and the defects of the 
present system of assessment may be cured by the appointment of independent 
Veten: sad inetiiaablammaned Ricioeeeiacia a ae 
has led many people bi ( ee Gove re ee eggs ge Sega oy eh tages 
‘lite wax dhaatl sec thar overnment’s motive, but they who think in 

ay should see that the adoption of the proposal will spare Government the 
necessity of frequently interfering with the work of assessment made by the 
municipalities themselves. But the writer does not think that this is a 
cio justification of the course which Government proposes to take. As 

} eutenant-Governor is not particularly noted for kind-heartedness, he 
wants to see all kindness banished froin the municipalities. Hence the attempt 


The Di:trict and Local Boards. 


The  Lieutenant-Governor on 
Local Self-Governnmient. 


CHARUVARTA, 
Dec. 26th, 1892. 


HiTAVADI, 
Dec, 29th, 1892. 


SaMAY, 
Dec. 30th, 1892 


PRAKRIT!, 
Dec, 3lst, 1892. 


PRAKRITI. 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Jan. Ist, TSU5. 


ee 


to increase the incomes of municipalities—hence the proposal about the assessor- 
ship—and hence the sharp criticism regarding the clerical establishments of 
municipalities. sg ae 

4. His Honour has ordered the municipalities not to increase their 
establishments. Whenever the work of a municipality is not properly done, the 
municipality should, instead of increasing its establishment. of clerks, try to 
get rid of the worthless among them, and replace them by efficient men. 

5. His Honour says that he will take special care not to encourage the 
erroneous idea that long service requires to be rewarded with increased pay. 
It is this attitude of the Lieutenant-Governor which led the writer in a previous 
issuc of this paper to say that the present régime threatens to prove ruinous 
to those people who depend on Government service for their livelihood. And 
he now sees that it threatens Local Self-Government, too, with ruin. 

21. A correspondent of the Samay, of the 
_ The Kumarkhali Municipality, 30th December, thus notices the affairs of the 
ee ee Kumarkhali Municipality in the district of Nadia :— 
_A Commissioner of the municipality, having assaulted a tax-collector, 
was prosecuted by the latter, and sentenced to three weeks’ imprisonment and 
a fine of Rs. 100. He appealed to the Magistrate, and applied for bail. Bail 
having been refused, the High Court was moved, and bail was granted. ‘The 
sentence passed on the Commissioner was then set aside by the Magistrate. 
It is now rumoured that the Magistrate in his capacity of Chairman has asked 
the Commissioner to resign his Commissionership. But the question is, as the 
Commissioner is not an insolvent, nor guilty of an unbailable offence, under 
what law does the Magistrate ask him to resign? What is the value of Local 
Self-Government, if Magistrates may appoint and dismiss Commissioners at 
pleasure ? 

Notwithstanding the Government notification, repeated for the third time, 
and authorizing the application to the Kumarkhali Municipality of the 9th chapter 
of the Municipal Act, the Commissioners have given effect to the chapter only 
in reference to one ward and a portion of another. And the Magistrate havin 
pointed out their mistake, it has been resolved to give effect to the law in 
respect to one ward only. And the strangest part of the action of the Commis- 
sioners is, that, though all the acts of the previous Committee have been set aside, 
the assessments and the estimates made by that Committee have been upheld. 
It is not easy to see how the official Chairman gave his consent to this arrange- 
ment. 


22. The Prakriti, of the 31st December, takes exception to the resolution 

: : arrived at by the General Committee of the 

— yards on the Harrison (Caleutta Municipality not to allow people to erect 

timber yards on the Harrison Koad. o not the 

General Committee know that many people have spent large sums in purchas- 

ing land upon that road for the very purpose of erecting timber yards? 
Again, after having permitted people to erect shops upon that road for sellin 

lime, soorki, and other unsightly articles, the Committee cannot consistently say 

that the erection of timber yards upon it will destroy its beauty. 


¢: 


23. A correspondent of the same paper complains of cattle-pound oppres- 
sas | oo ae at Hlaripur, a village in the district of Nadia. 
attle-pound oppression in the ‘[‘,q., rhage o i: oo 
district of Nadia. lhose whose cattle are impounded have to pay for 
their release more than the amount legally fixed 
as fine, and when cattle are released, the ijardar never gives any receipt for the 
sums paid as fine, as he is bound todo. The frequent absence of the ijardar 
from the pound also causes great inconvenience to the public. The attention 
of Sir Charles Elliott is drawn to the matter, 


<4. The Ducea Prakdsh, of the 1st January, says that the Chairman of a 
i li en Local Board, the name of which the writer 

; ads Eek will not mention in his present issue, employs 
various unfair means to prevent the attendance at 

the meetings of the Board of those members who are opposed to measures in which 
he is personally interested. Sometimes no notice of the mectings is at all sent 
to the members, and the clerk of the Board, who is a creature of the Chairman 
is made to state falsely that he has issued notices to all the members, Some- 
dies an arrangement is made with the post-peons, in order to induce them to 


[= y 


withhold delivery of the notices or to deliver the notices very late, so that 
the members may not get sufficient time for attending the meetings. And when 
this has been done, the Chairman holds meetings of the members who are on his 
side, and does everything his own way. The object of Local Self-Government 
is being thus defeated. All such abuses should be put down by promulgating 
a rule, making the despatch of notices of meetings by registered post at least 10 
or 12 days before the dates fixed for the meetings obligatory. It is hoped that 
the authorities will act on this suggestion. If the Chairman in question does 
not soon mend his ways his name will be disclosed. 
25. The Ducca Gazette, of the 2nd January, is not, on the whole, dissatis- 
The Manshiean} Local Board€, 04, witm the result of the elections for the Munshi- 
ee *  ganj Local Board, in the Dacca district. But the 
writer must say in regard to the members of the Boards in general that they do 
not show after their election anything of the energy and desire for serving the 
public which they exhibit when canvassing for votes. And he therefore hopes 
that the new members of the Munshiganj Board will set a better example. ‘The 
writer would draw the Board’s attention to the following matters :— 


(1) Mir Kasim’s canal reinains dry from the middle of November to the 
middle of April, thereby causing great inconvenience to the 
inhabitants of Eastern Bikrampur, and considerable obstruction to 
trade. 

(2) The road from Munshiganj to Tangibari is in a most deplorable 
condition fur want of repairs. It is said that a sum of money is 
set apart every year for the repair of this road, but the road has, 
nevertheless, remained for years with the same broken and 
ricketty bridges, and in a most miserable condition through- 
out its length. Some wicked people have made a breach in the 
road near l’‘angibari, and, in spite of the representations of the 
chaukidar and the panchayat, the Local Board has taken no notice 
of the matter. 


(y)—Railways and communications, including canals and trrigation. 


26. Some respectable people of Ramnagar, in the Ulubaria subdivision 
The Rajapur khalintheHowrah Of the Howrah district, write inthe Ulubaria Darpan, 
district. of the 15th December, to say that, as the villages of 
Ramnagar, Basudevpur, Chandanpur, Kalsaha, Sijbere, Jambere, Khalisani, 
Jagatpore, Andarmanik, &c., have derived absolutely no benefit from the 
Rajapur drainage khal, it is not proper for the authorities to ask them to pay 
subscriptions for the purpose of re-excavating the khal. | 
27. The Bangavdst, of the 3lst December, says that, according to one 
A tramway line in the Nadia newspaper, the District Board of Nadia is about 
district. to have a tramway line constructed from Ranaghat 
to Krishnagar 7id Santipur, in the Nadia district, at a cost of fourteen and a 
half lakhs of rupees, and the District Board will give a guarantee of 4 per cent. 
on the capital to be raised. Now, considering that the present income of the 
District Board falls far short of what the Board actually requires for keeping the 
existing roads in repair, and for constructing new and necessary roads, it would 
be an act of great indiscretion on its part to take upon itself a responsibility 
involving the loss of half its present annual income, and its probable bankruptcy 
within the course of not more than two years. ‘lhe Local Self-Government 
Rabus of Nadia seem to be alittle too anxious to secure comforts and conve- 
niences for themselves, utterly unmindful of the wants and inconveniences of 
the poor masses. 
28. ‘The Ducca Gazette, of the 2nd January, sa 


The Eastern Bengal State Rail- by the Eastern Benga 


way steamer service. 


s that the passenger traffic 
State Railway steamers 
plying between Goalundo and Narainganj having 
fallen off in consequence of competition with the India General Steam Naviga- 
tion Company’s steamers, the railway authorities have replaced their big 
steamers by two small ones. ‘This has no doubt caused some saving of money 
to the railway authorities, but it has become a source of serious inconvenience 
to passengers. It 1s reported that one of the small steamers recently got full of 


water near the Bhagyakul station, and was about to sink, when some dinghees 
came forward and saved the passengers. 
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(h)— General. 


29. The Hitavddi, of the 29th December, referring to Sir Charles Crosth- 
S:+ Charles Crosthwaite’s Hurd- waite’s Resolution on the subject of the Hurdwar fair, 
war Resolution. makes the following observations :— 

By writing this Resolution the Government of Sir Charles Crosthwaite 
has simply done its duty, and it does not, therefore, deserve to be specially 
thanked. The constitution of the Committee, which has been appointed to advise 
Government in matters relating to fairs at Hurdwar, will show clearly the little 
influence that the Hindu members will have on the Committee’s deliberations. 
The duty of the Hindu members will be simply to give advice, while the real 
work of the Committee will be done by the authorities themselves. It is said 
that the Committee will take timely measures against the outbreak of cholera and 
other infectious diseases. But, considering that, in the opinion of the authorities, 
one or two cases of diarrhoea among pilgrims pass for an outbreak of cholera, 
the precautions that the Committee may take will avail nothing. The fact 1s, 
the mischief lies not in the shops in which unwholesome food is suffered to be 
sold, but in the minds of the authorities. The Resolution deals with future fairs, 
and makes no attempt to make amends for the outrage which was done to 
Hindu feeling on the occasion of the last fair. 

30. The Bangavdsi, of the 31st December, says that the people of these 
provinces have to pay a good many taxes, and most 
of these taxes are paid by the poor. The only tax 
which is paid by those who can easily bear the burden is the income-tax. But 
as the income-tax is an impost on the wealthier part of the community, repeated 
protests have been made against it both by non-officialand by official people. At 
the late St. Andrew’s Dinner, for instance, Mr. Lyall, Home Secretary to the 
Government of India, protested against this tax, and in the Revenue Board’s 
report on the administration of the tax, Mr. Inglis, the Officiating Secretary to 
the Board, has protested against it. The population of Benga!, Bihar, and 
Orissa is 80,000,000, of whom only 11,645 pay this tax. But no one pro- 
tests against any of the taxes which are paid by the poor millions, and this does 
not certainly speak well for the well to-do of the province. 


31. The Sanjivani, of the 31st December, says that, though the Secretary 
The salaries of the Secretaries to Of State for India has recently fixed the salaries of 
the Bengal Government. the Secretaries to the Bengal Government at 
Rs. 33,000 per annum, with the exception of the salary of the Chief Secretary, 
who will be allowed Rs 40,000 per annum, the rule will bring no immediate 
saving to the exchequer, as Messrs. Buckland and Risley will be allowed to draw 
their present salaries of Ks. 35,000 each. Besides, the action of Sir Charles Elliott 
in transferring Mr. Nolan from the Revenue Secretaryship to the Commissioner- 
ship of the Rajshahi Division, has entailed upon Government an additional 
expenditure of Rs. 5,000, because Mr. Power, who used to draw Rs. 3,000, being 
senior to Mr. Nolan in the Commissionership, claimed a salary not less than that 
of Mr. Nolan, and had to be paid what he asked for. 


32. The same paper says that the Bengal Secretariat office is the veriest 
den of disorder and injustice. There is one Secreta 
at the head of each department, and each Secretar 
has a large number of clerks under him. Over the clerks in each department 
is a Registrar, whose only duty is to register attendance, to distribute work to 
the clerks. and to provide for his own relatives and dependants. And for this 
work he is paid Rs, 658a month! The Secretaries seem to shut their eyes to 
the sinecure nature of the Registrar’s office, and the Lieutenant-Governor himself 
seems to wink at it. When Sir Steuart Bayley was Lieutenant-Governor he 
deputed Mr. Risley to enquire into the working of the Secretariat offices 
and as the result of his enquiry Mr. Risley advised the abolition of the 
Registrarships as being perfect sinecures. But Sir Steuart took no action upon 
the suggestion, And though Mr. Risley is now Sir Charles Elliott’s most 
favourite Secretary—so great a favourite, indeed, that it is he who is be- 
lieved by many to be virtually governing the province—yet he has done 
nothing to abolish these unnecessary posts in the Secretariat. And it seems 
very curious that Sir Charles should seek every opportunity to reduce the 
salaries of poor clerks, but should do nothing to abolish the Registrarships. 


The taxes that are paid by the poor. 


The Secretariat Registrarships. 
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Mr. Buckland, too, a Civilian by the way, renowned, not so much for his 
abilities, as for his rude and harsh treatment of othe:s, did not at one time see 
any necessity for these Registrarships. But, now, as a Secretary to Government, 
he has done nothing that might injure the Registrars, though his high handed- 
ness towards clerkdom has exceeded all legitimate bounds. But it 1s nothing 
new—thishigh-handedness of Mr. Buckland towards the clerks working under him, 
While Secretary to the Board of Revenue he fined one clerk Rs. 1,200, and banished 
another to Chittagong. Perhaps it was this trait in Mr. Buckland’s character 
which induced Sir Charles Elliott to bring him over from the Board to the 
Secretariat. Mr. Buckland seems to have inherited this trait in his character 
from his father, who must have given him a special training in the art of 
oppressing poor clerks. Indeed, under Sir Charles Elliott, all high-handed 
civilians seem to be getting special encouragement from Government. 

33. Referring to the Magura school-boy affair, the same paper says that, 
not satisfied with the punishments dealt out to the 
offending boys by the school authorities, Govern- 
ment has taken upon itself to enquire into the matter. It seems to be the 
Government’s policy nowadays to inspire school-boys with a fear of the ruling 
power in the country. Wicked school-boys ought to be punished, but Govern- 
ment is going too far in regard to them. 

Misappropriation of road cess 34. The Bankura Darpan, of the 1st January, 
money by Government. has the following i sli 

In the district of Bankura Government charges 2 annas as court-fee on 
every notice relating to the revaluation of property for road cess purposes and 
thereby gets Rs. 4,000 in excess of what it has to spend for enteraining the extra 
establishment required for the revaluation work. Government ought to take 
from the proceeds of the road cess only the sum which it has to spend for the 
purpose of its revaluation, and nothing more, and, by taking all the proceeds of 
the sale of court-fees, it is really misappropriating to itself the sum which ought 
to be spent in road-making. Mr. Barrow, Collector of Bankura, sent a protest on 
the subject to the Board of Revenue, but the Board has refused to take any 
steps in the matter. 

33. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakédsh, of the 1st January, makes the 
following charges against Kazi Rias-utulla, Sub- 
hegistrar of Kendua, in the Netrakona subdivision 
of the district of Mymensingh :— 

The Kazi Saheb passes the whole day in the zanana, and comes to office at 
4or4ipem. This causes great inconvenience to those who come to the sub- 
registry office to have their deeds registered. The Kazi Saheb has some 
favourite mukhtars, and, unless a deed is entered in a list prepared by one of 
them, it is almost impossible to have it registered. When a deed is not entered 
in such list, its owner is put off by the Sub Registrar from day to day, on the 
plea of no time. It is hoped that the Magistrate of the district will institute an 
enquiry in to the matter. 


The Mazura school-boy affair. 


A Sub-Registrar in the Mymen- 
singh district. 


36. The Ddinik-o-Samdchér Chandriké, of the 
oth January, has the following :— 

According to the Chdruvdérté newspaper, oppression similar to that com- 
mitted at the last Hurdwar fair was committed at the last Karatoya bathing-fair. 
None of the bathers, numbering nearly 2 lakhs, was allowed to remain more than 
three hours after bathing, and the sheds which were erected for the use of the 
bathers were set on fire at 9 o'clock in the morning. If these statements of 


the Chdruvdrta be even partially true, then must it be said that gross oppression 
was committed on the Hindu religion on the occasion. 


Oppression at the Karatoya fair. 


IJI.— LeGIsLative. 


37. The Bangavdsi, of the 31st December, says that, now that authors do 
not get the price of the copies of their books which 


eon they supply to Government, they complain that their 
copyright is not nee gratis. The complaint is not unreasonable, and it is 
to be hoped that Government will abolish the fee for copyright registration. 


The copyright law. 


Again, the rule that no copyright which has not been registered shall be- 


recognized in a law court ought to be repealed, and copyright cases ought to 
be made cognizable by the Calcutta Small Cause Court KAS ial , 
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V.—Prospects OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


38. A correspondent of the Hitavddi, of the 29th December, says that the 

rospect of the crops at Haripur, a village in the 
district of Nadia, is not very hopeful. ‘The agri- 
culturists say that they have not experienced such scarcity for a long time past. 
Rice is very dear, and poor people cannot get two meals aday. Respectable 
people are also suffering equally from scarcity, but no report of their suffering 
goes abroad. Severe scarcity prevails in the village. 

39. A correspondent of the Prakritt, of the 31st December, says that 

distress in a severe form prevails at Silnuri, 
Distress in the district of ‘Ti]lddngdé, Binsard, Nurkuna, Jharule, Suktdl, 
a Durgapur, Dakshinkhara, and other villages within 
the jurisdiction of the Budbud thana, in the district of Burdwan. The middle 
and the labouring classes are suffering terribly. Some are living on one meal 
every third or fourth day, and boiled herbs and the roots of the kacku_ plant 
constitute the food of a good many. It is heart-rending to hear the cries for 
food of the poor people’s children. Paddy is selling at 7 or 8 seers kanchi, 
rice at 9 seers kanchi, and coarse rice at 10 seers per rupee. ‘he villagers 
are also suffering from water-scarcity. ‘They draw their supply of water from 
a place some three miles distant. 

40. The Sanjivant, of the 31st December, says that, under pressure from 
Messrs. Digby and Bradlaugh, the Government of 
India promised to re-open the famine fund which 
it had spent in war matters. But there are seen no proofs as yet that Govern- 
ment has fulfilled its promise. For the last two years the people have been 
suffering from scarcity, but Government has not spent a rupee on relief of 
distress out of its own pocket. And, instead of doing so, Sir Charles Elliott has 
called upon the District Boards to spend their road funds on famine relief. 
Pursuant to Sir Charles Elliott’s order, the District Board of Bankura has set 
apart Rs. 44,000 for expenditure on relief works. The distress in that district 1s, 
however, too widespread to be relieved by this amount, and unless Government 
comes to their relief, the people of Bankura will have a very hard time of it. 

41. <A correspondent of the same paper, writing from the Barhatta thana, 
in the Mymensingh district, says that the outlook 
is very gloomy in the villages within the jurisdiction 
of that thana. ‘The prices of food-crops are rising 
rapidly, and a regular famine is likely to make its appearance in the months 
of Falgun and Chaitra. ‘The only means of averting a calamity is to import 
rice from the neighbouring districts, but the villagers have unfortunately no 
means of communication with other districts by road, rail, or river. 

42, he Bankura Darpan, of the 1st January, asks Government to open 
relief works in that district without delay. Those 
wh are working at the test works opened by the 
District Board are being paid at the rate of 5 pice 
aday. But this rate is found very low by those who have old parents to 
support. Government is asked to institute an enquiry into the matter, and to 


open relief works with the object of supplementing the efforts of the District 
Board. 


Distress in the district of Nadia. 


Distress in the Bankura district. 


Distress in the Mymensingh 
district. 


Need for relief work in the 
district of Bankura. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


43. The Sadar-o-Mufassal, of the 29th December, does not think, like 


sills dia some people, that the silk industry of India has 

degenerated owing to want of Government support. 

Government has spent, and is stall spending, large sums of money annually for 

the improvement of the industry, and there is already a highly-paid officer at 

Murshidabad, whose only cuty is to see to its improvement. 
ry’ y nine ai we oe wn a ; sc > ‘11° 

44. The Sudhakar, of os 80th se eas says that, of the sixty millions of 

i Muhammadans who now inhabit India, only a few 

are descended from Arabian, Persian, ‘Turanian, or 

Afghan ancestors, and by far the largest number are descended from men who 

were originally Lindus, but beeame, under the Mussalman rule, converts to the 
rehigion of Islam. Thus, the Indian Muhammadans of to-day are mostl 

descended from the same Aryan stock as the Hindus themselves. With the 
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single exception of religion, the Hindus and Muhammadans nowinhabiting India 
have, therefore, everything in common. And with the rise of the English power, 
even the difference as between conqueror and conquered, which existed for 
some centuries between the two peoples, has disappeared, so that, politically, 
Hindus and Mussalmans now occupy the same position, the position, that is, of 
subjects of the same foreign power. Under these circumstances, there appears 
to be no reason why either the Hindus or the Muhammadans should revive any- 
thing of the spirit of enmity or animosity which influenced them in the old days, 
when the relation between the two peoples was that of conqueror and conquered 
and of oppressor and oppressed. ‘The Hindu should call to mind that, though his 
Muhammadan rulers persecuted him, they yet bestowed on him powers and priv- 
ileges which even the civilized and liberal British Government yet deems him unfit 
to receive. And this thought should make him forget his old ill-feeling against 
the Muhammadans. As regards the Muhammadans, they too should remem- 
ber that Hindus not unfrequently shed their heart’s blood in the service of 
their Muhammadan masters, and begin to think better of their neighbours. 
Thoughts of what they did for each other in the past are, therefore, calculated 
not to widen, but to shorten, the breach which once existed between the Hindus 
and Muhammadansof India. Unfortunately, however, the breach is stillas wide 
as before—and widest between those sections of the two communities among 
whom it was expected that there would be no breach whatever, namely, between 
their educated and enlightened sections residing in the towns. There is no de- 
nying that, in material prosperity, education, and enlightenment, the Muhammad- 
ans are ages behind their Hindu fellow countrymen, and there is little hope that 
they will ever become the equal of their Hindu brethren in these respects, 
unless the latter lend them a helping hand. And the Hindus should not grudge 
this help to their Muhammadan brethren, remembering that they, as much as 
their Muhammadan fellow-countrymen, go to make up the entire population 
of the country, and that unless both Hindus and Muhammadans become equal 
in wealth, education, and enlightenment, there can be no hope for either the 
moral, the material, or the political regeneration of their common land. 

45. The Sanjivani, of the 31st December, says that cholera is raging 

o ee fiercely in the villages within the jurisdiction of 

liste 8 eS Ymensins™ the Badla thana, in the Netrakona subdivision of the 

Mymensingh district, although the places have a 

supply of good drinking-water from the stream Dhanu. The villagers are 

dying in large numbers every day, and cannot get the least medical assistance. 

The Magistrate and the District Board should soon supply medical aid tothe 
sufferers, or the villages will be completely depopulated. 

46, Referring to the case with which Messrs. Watson & Co. were 

, | connected in regard to their concern in Juniadaha, 
Meee Se 5 eed - oppres- in the Nadia district, the same paper says that now 
that the Company have come clearly to see that 
oppressions are committed upon the raiyats by their officers, it behoves 
them to take prompt measures for checking the same. It was quite 
recently that the doings of the Company in their concern in the Midnapore 
district attracted the notice of Government, and occasioned the transfer of the 
head-quarters of a subdivision from Ghatal to Garhbeta, and unless the Com- 
pany take measures to check the oppressions of their officers in the Nadia con- 
cern, Government may find it necessary to interfere for the sake of the public 
peace and in the interests of the poor raiyats. 

47. Referring to the garden party at Belvedere, the Datnik-o-Samachar 
Chandrika, of the 1st January, says that loyalty 
should certainly be shown, but the writer will be 
pieeey pained to see any one waver or give way in that matter of supreme 
interest. 


The garden party at Belvedere. 


| 48. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 
ben Magara school-boy afar. 3rd January, has the following on the Magura 
affair :— 

There was a steamer service at Magura, and the khalasis of the steamer 
quarrelled with the boys of the local school. They were the first to abuse and 
assault the boys, and therefore got abused and assaulted in turn. The steamer in 
question used to carry the indigo seeds of a European planter, who thought that 


the quarrel had injured his interests, and therefore became very angry with the 
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boys, and wrote a letter against them in the Englishman newspaper. The 
Magistrate of Magura could no longer remain indifferent, and the boys had to 
face a criminal prosecution. They came out of the prosecution unhurt, but 
their conduct was made the subject of an enquiry by the School Committee. 
Tho enquiry established their offence. It would have been well for the boys if 
they had had nothing to do with the khalasis, but boys cannot always act 
consideratcly like grown up men. In England no gentleman can live with 
family near the precincts of the Cambridge, the Oxford, and the other Univer- 
sities, but the Government officials here never think of that. Be that as it may, 
the task of enquiry into the conduct of the boys and reporting on it fell to the 
Deputy Inspector of Jessore, and the report prepared by him was sent to the 
Inspector, Rai Radhika Prasanna Mukerji Bahadur. The Inspector has also 
written a report on the subject, andthe boys are sure to receive some punish- 
ment. The writer will be glad if only the boys’ school career is not puta stop 
to once for all. He would have been more glad if the Magistrate had not 
made so much ncise in the matter, and set gatling guns for killing gnats. The 
khalasis of the steamer, too, should have been taught a lesson. ‘The authorities 
ought not to get angry over the discussion of the case in the Press, As the 
Englishnan newspaper has thrown the whole blame on the boys, it isthe duty of 
the other papers to expose the shortcomings of the other side. Again, why, 
instead of leaving the punishment of the boys to the school authorities, did the 
Magistrate find it necessary to set the criminal law in motion against them ? 
In Bengal the officers of Government are, as a rule, a little too eager to set the 
machinery of the criminal law in motion ; but the legislature does not certainly 
intend that. | 
49, The Dainik-o-Samdchdér Chandrikd, of the 4th January, is very glad to 
learn that the title of Raja has been conferred on 
Lala Banbehari Kapur of Burdwan. It was through 
his efforts that the Raj family of Burdwan was spared much trouble and litiga- 
tion. The Raja has won the goodwill of the public by his ability and 
gentlemanliness. 


Raja Banbehari Kapur. 


UriyA PAPERS, 


50. The Samvad Vahika, of the 24th November, strongly recommends the 
abolition of the latrine rate from the Balasore 
Municipality, as a large number of rate-payers in 
that municipality have no privies of their own. 

51. The Utkal Dipikd, of the 26th November, is sorry to find out that the 
destruction of human life by wild animals in 
British India is due in a great measure to the strin- 
rent provisions of the Arms Act. 

52. The Utkal Dipikdé, of the 3rd December, is sorry to learn from one of 
its trustworthy correspondents that the Salt Police 
of the Balasore district are unnecessarily prose- 
cuting, and, consequently, persecuting, poor men in 
the Basudevpur thana in that district, for manufacturing in very small quan- 
tities of salt for home consumption. ‘The writer strongly recommends the 
abolition of the system of rewarding those who bring cases of illicit salt traffic 
to light, as, under cover of that system, the underlings of the salt police fail not 
to get up false cases. 


The latrine rate in the Balasore 
Municipality. 


Consequences of the Arms Act. 


The Salt Police in the Balasore 
district. 


Assam PAPrERs. 
e 


53. Tho Si'char, of the 19th December, asks, will not prisoners in a dying 
condition in Assam be permitted to go home, as 


Dying prisoners in Assam. ; ° isan a : 
ited prisoners in a similar condition in Bengal are now 


allowed to do ? 
d4. ‘Ihe same paper says that, after harassing and annoying the country, 
Sir Auckland Colvin has gone home, and asks, when 


TI S ’ f Be i é l. . ‘ 
ee will the Sau* (Saturn) of Bengal go away ? 


* Tn Hiudu astrology Sani is au extremely malignant star. 
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